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Let me conclude on the present state cf affairs In Central 

* i . n j , 

| ; America. 

; | j President Reagan has repeatedly stated four basic, sensible, 

, mcJra 1 and humane goals of our Central America policy. .hey re so 

f • i 

Important that they bear repeating again. First, we are committed 

i | 

' td' supporting the democratic governments of the region and we are 
committed to fostering the growth of democratic goals, principals 



; and i dea 1 s . 

'll Second, we strongly support economic development In Central 

. Arpe r*’ I ca and three out of every four dollars of assistance Is being 

i ' | i 

! used for economic and humanitarian assistance. 

) . * 

' ' Third It Is our goal to Initiate meaningful dialogue between 

* I ' 9 

J j nations of the region and within nations of the region. We believe 
1 in t^he resol-ut Ion of region*, problems through discussion and 
; negotiation. We especially believe in the need fcr dialogue on 
overall Issues of regional security. 

I'll. 

i , j Fourth, It Is our objective to provide the area with a 

sfeciirlty shield -- necessary fcr the development and strengthening 

I I 

of" democrat I c governments and economic growth In those countries 

I ! 

I threatened by insurgency. 

i I Now, how are we attempting to achieve those four objectives? 
Hirst, we support the democratically elected governments In Costa 

I I 

• Rica, Honduras, and El Salvador. We are encouraging tfte government 
! of Guatemala In Its commitment to hoi d 7l ect I ons next year. W<j hope 
the Nicaraguan government, now beset by a rising tide of opposition, 
will fulfill its original pledges of pluralistic democratic 


I 



I 


government. We are willing to facilitate a dialogue between 

I 

Salvadoran rebels and the legitimate elected government for peaceful 
I r'es'ol ut I orj> of the wide range of Issues that separate the sides. We, 

J !' i • • ' 
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seek a dialogue that will encourage rebel forces to participate in , 
free elections. This viewpoint is shared by the government of El 

Salvador. ^N, 

In his ''State of the nation" speefch of July 1, Salvadoran 

President Magana plainly stated that h I s government was willing to 
engage In a dialogue with the rebels on any issue except one, tbajt 


t .1 


being the Issue of power sharing. We support President Magana. We 
net only seek a dialogue between the two sides, we urge the rebels 


H 

I ' 


I t 

*1 

I 'I 

! *! 

! I 


! :i 

to participate In free elections. . j 

Second, we fully support economic development, and as 1 said, 

,! t 

three-quarters of our aid Is for economic development -- that meansj 

. i I 

food and clothing for the hungry and destitute, shelter for the j 

homeless and medical care for the sick, ;new roads for farmers who 

* I 

bring their crops to market and water supply facilities fof urban 
and rural areas. The President's Caribbean Basin Initiative, now 
rearing final enactment by the Congress^ !s further evidence of our| • 
support for regional economic progress. 

I 

'Third, we. favor the efforts of all governments to further tt>e 

# 

goals of security, economic development, freedom and human rights . 

I 

through regional dialogue. We warmly welcome the efforts of Panama, 
Mexico, Colombia end Venezuela who are leading this effort. j 


I I 

! ’I 


Fourth, we are training local defense forces to combat 
Insurgency movements supported by Nicaragua and Cuba who are 


I I 

i ‘i 

i J 


funne 1 11 ng 


arms to communist revolutionaries throughout ^the , , 

region. The naval task force, and the joint exercises that American'! 

troops will participate In, play a part in the security shield that ■ 

i 

we seek for the region. We are reassuring the democratic j | 

governments of Central America of our willingness to support them j j 
and of our commitment to regional security. They underscore our 
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cent. 1 nu I ng commitment to collective defense with the nations of thl^ ■ 
Hemisphere who may be threatened by external attack. These 
exercises ere also Intended to encourage and reinforce the j . 

diplomatic efforts now underway. 

Final 1 v . let me say what the Reag'an Administration does not j 

I • 

favor for Central America. j ! 

We are not contemplating sending U.S. troops Into ; ; 

ccm.bat In Central America. 

we are not seeking a Vietnam like Involvement. 

We are not trying to overthrow the Nicaraguan 

government. And let me repeat that: wi are not try In, to overthrow 

the Nicaraguan government. 

We do not seek a return of 1 a Somoza type dictatorship 

* i i 

in Nicaragua. There Is a democratic alternative. , 

We have not Instituted a naval quarantine of Nicaragua. 
We are not looking for a fight with Fidel Castro. 

We are not seeking an exclusively military solution to 

\ 

% 

tlje region. 

We are not supporting or condoning ring-wing death 
scuads or human rights violations in El Salvador. We are supporting 
s freely elected government which Is struggling to curb these 


outrages 


We have not condoned even the slightest retreat from 


j and reform In £1 Salvador. We support It more vigorously then ever 
end our enthusiasm for It has helped keep the program on track. ; ; 

Despite the propaganda w.r, there are some encouraging sighs.' 
h I caraguan Foreign Minister Daniel Ortega recently made a six point : 
regional proposal thaC we be) 1 eve shows some flexibility. Even now 
Fidel Castro's most recent speeches conveyed a less belligerent tone; 
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toward the United States* ; j 

i i 

I’m confident progress can be made In the region to secure j j 
peace and further the principles of democracy. These objectives are ; 

i 4 

no more Important than the humanitarian goals we seek. The U.S. has !j 
a proud heritage In assisting the less fortunate throughout the 
world. As a people we will remain the world's most generous 
providers for the underprivileged In terms of health care, housing,! 
food, education and other basic necessities designed to Improve th 
quality of life In that region. No nation Is providing more 

humanitarian assistance there than the United States, and we shoulc j 

I '! 

be proud of these efforts. 

I hope you will keep our objectives In mind and give 
support as the President works to further the principles and 

that we all share . 

Thank you very much 

t-f tf t « * 
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